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Add your strengths to our partnership in 2016.  
We are celebrating our 20th Anniversary and wish 
to share our journey.  Over 2,199 individuals and 
705 organizations are working each day to Build 
a Healthier Buffalo County.  Our organization sets 
the pace for the community by assessing community 
priorities, aligning resources, researching models to 
impact desired change and aiming our united efforts 
toward attainment of the Buffalo County 2020 Vision.  

We have a fun, artistically inspired celebration to 
unveil this year.  You will have front row seat.  
Activities developed by our partners to celebrate in 
2016 include;

s Creating a new model to support workforce 
development focusing on increasing skills and 
knowledge for unemployed and underemployed 
individuals in our area, Kearney Works.
s Creating a collaborative conversation about end 
of life issues, working with families caring for their 
loved ones with Alzheimer’s Disease.   
s Connecting our communities’ community 
health workers in a pilot to further integrate care. 
s Inspiring youth to advocate for a healthier 
community through a fall Youth Summit.
s Inspiring Picturing Peace by submitting photos 
illustrating “Living in Harmony.”
s Building on success of Be Safe Be Smart during 
Cruise Night to continue to build a safe community.
s Advocate for social/emotional learning 
curriculum for pre-school through 8th grade 
students.
s Expanding Safe Routes to School programs in 
Kearney, Ravenna and Pleasanton.
s Engaging businesses in employee wellness 
efforts to uncover return on investment strategies 
for local employers.
s Empowering youth voices through PhotoVoice 
project. 

We invite you to join one of the many coalitions or 
collaboratives to aim your strengths at achieving the 
Buffalo County 2020 Vision.  Add your strengths to 
our partnership, build a healthier Buffalo County 
together.

                  Denise Zwiener,
                              Executive Director
                              Buffalo County Community Partners 

Community Partners mission is to assess, promote and strengthen the health of 
Buffalo County.  We celebrate our 20th Year Anniversary by recognizing the 
strengths of our partners that represent education, government, youth, health 
care, human service, faith and businesses joining their strengths to solve local 
issues with local ideas.

We invite you to join our call to action to Build A Healthier Buffalo County.  
Please consider adopting policies or programs in your faith community, school, 
workplace or homes that emphasize healthy behaviors.  Or, start a conversation 
with your family or peers about issues of importance to you.  Additionally, we 
invite you to consider a donation of time or resources to the partnership.  Every 
dollar donated to Buffalo County Community Partners is matched by $6 in local, 
state or national grants to support your community.  Donations remain in your 
community to support local efforts.

Whatever action you take, we thank you for working with us
to Build a Healthier Buffalo County.
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Vice Chair
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Treasurer

State of Nebraska
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Good Samaritan 
Health Systems 
commissions 
the first Adult 
Behavioral Risk 
Factor Survey for 
Buffalo County.

Good Samaritan 
Health Systems 
invites 25 partners 
to the table to 
review assessment 
results.  These 
partners continue 
to meet and desire 
to form a virtual 
non-profit with a 
mission to assess, 
promote and 
strengthen the 
health of Buffalo 
County.

1st Board meeting 
of Buffalo County 
Community 
Partners.

1st Annual 
Building A 
Healthier Buffalo 
County Summit 
releases 15 
community goals 
to be attained by 
2000.  
These work 
groups organize; 
Worksite 
Wellness, Suicide 
Prevention, 
Alzheimer’s 
Disease, Domestic 
Violence and 
Child Abuse, 
Transportation, 
Tobacco Free, 
Positive Pressure, 
Immunizations, 
Teen Pregnancy 
and more.  

Domestic Violence 
Goal Work Group 
hosts conference 
with goal to build 
a community plan 
to address domestic 
violence.  Launching 
the Coordinated 
Response Team 
to bring law 
enforcement, 
SAFE Center and 
others together 
in a coordinated 
response to 
Domestic Violence.

Positive Pressure 
hosts many town hall 
meetings on new 
emerging drug – 
Methamphetamines. 
 
Launched Kearney 
Housing Study.
 
Hosted 1st Annual 
Youth Congress.
 
Mt. Carmel opens 16 
specially designated 
Alzheimer’s units.

Conducted first 
retailer compliance 
check – 57% were 
found compliant.
In 2016, maintained 
compliance of 95%.  

23 businesses 
attend Well 
Workplace 
University. 

Kearney Area 
Homeless and 
Housing Coalition 
voted to become 
part of Community 
Partners, renaming 
their effort to 
Affordable Housing 
Goal Work Group 
to conduct livable 
wage research.  In 
2005, this group 
becomes known 
as Community 
Connections.

Assisted in the 
development of the 
Family Advocacy 
Network (FAN).
 
Worked with law 
enforcement to 
prevent a head shop 
from selling drug 
paraphernalia.
 
Provided grant 
funding to 
Transportation 
Work Group to 
research new rural 
model for Public 
Transportation, 
eventually forming 
R.Y.D.E.
 
Provided smokeless 
tobacco prevention 
programs to area 
little league teams.

Formed Obesity and 
Overweight Goal 
Work Group.
 

Prairie View 
Gardens (18) and 
Ravenna Good 
Samaritan (16) open 
specially designated 
Alzheimer’s units, 
meeting goal to 
build 50 units by 
2000.

of 15 goals adopted in 1996 were attained by the 
community by 2000.
 
Significant five year trends: 
 
Increased assisted living units, Alzheimer’s units, 
public transportation system.
 
Decreased youth substance abuse, suicide, teen 
pregnancy, adverse drug reactions for older adults, 
domestic violence, child abuse.}}  

A commitment to improving the health of our community 
was the driving force that brought 25 individuals from 
diverse backgrounds together 20 years ago to begin 
the process of identifying community strengths and 
needs.  I was one of those first 25 and the Buffalo County 
Community Partners provided me an avenue to do 
something tangible and lasting for individuals and families 
impacted by Alzheimer’s disease because it was very real 
to my family.  Our goal was to ensure there was specialized 
care for individuals suffering from Alzheimer’s and support 
for their families and friends.  I’m grateful for a caring 
community and thank Buffalo County Community Partners 
for keeping the flame burning.”
                                                 Beth Baxter, Past Board Chairman
                                                 Regional Administrator, 
                                                 Region 3 Behavioral
                      Health Services
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Met with 500 
residents to develop 
2010 Priority Health 
Goals:

TOP 10 HEALTH GOALS 

Environment: 
reduce lead levels in 
children, reducing 
second hand smoke.

Community: increase 
seat belt use, access 
to care, and reduce 
falls in older adults.

Economy: increase 
affordable housing 
and access to public 
transportation.

Family: decrease 
substance abuse, 
obesity, mental 
health, health 
ministry, and infant 
mortality. 
 
ACTIVITIES: 

Kearney Worksite 
Wellness Committee 
creates Wellness 
Works Board, earn 
Well City USA 
connecting 20% of 
employed workforce 
in worksite wellness 
programs.
 
Kearney City Council 
adopts ‘Community 
Standards’ to 
support families 
and organizations 
through unified 
prevention of 
alcohol, tobacco and 
other drugs.
 
Buffalo County 
Health Ministry 
forms and hosts 
annual conferences 
and trainings for 
Parish Nurses.
 
Buffalo County 
Tobacco Free 
Coalition develops 
“I Drive, I Smoke” 
“I Ride, I Choke” 
messages in 
conjunction with 
Ravenna youth.  
Hosted Tri-City 
Storm autograph 
sessions “Stick 
Tobacco in the 
Penalty Box”.

Healthy Community 
Summit invites 
youth, initiating 
the development 
of Buffalo County 
Youth Advisory 
Board.
 
School staff trained 
in suicide prevention 
and identification.
 
Community 
advocates for smoke 
free workplaces and 
restaurants.
 
Partners train 
individuals in Tai Chi 
to conduct classes to 
reduce falls in older 
adults.
 
Comprehensive 
school alcohol, 
tobacco and other 
drug curriculum 
in all schools, 
later expands 
to University 
of Nebraska at 
Kearney.
 
Community Health 
Access Team (CHAT) 
forms and secures 
grant funds to offer 
dental screening in 
Gibbon and Kearney 
schools.

Ravenna youth 
complete goal of 
building a youth 
center.

HOPE Support 
Group emerges in 
community and 
campus to support 
individuals.

Plans for a 
community clinic 
begin, leading to 
the formation of the 
HelpCare Clinic in 
2015.

Worksites begin 
doing uniform 
health risk appraisals 
through Wellness 
Works.

Annual Health Fairs 
in partnership with 
the Kearney Family 
YMCA.

Launch Buffalo 
County Youth 
Advisory Board.
 
Prevent Lead 
Poisoning in 
Children partners 
launch “Get the 
Lead Out”.

Youth develop Be A 
Responsible Parent 
Campaign.
 
Overweight and 
Obesity Task Force 
work with UNK to 
develop Student 
Health Report Cards.
 
Youth Advisory 
Board takes first 
trip to the state 
capitol to advocate 
for smoke free 
restaurants.

Reducing youth and adult 
smoking has been a consistent 
effort of this partnership for 
over 20 years.  In 2001, 45% of 
restaurants in Buffalo County 
were smoke free. By 2009, the 
Nebraska Unicameral passed 
Clean Indoor Air Act creating 
opportunity for Buffalo County 
workplaces to become became 
100% smoke free.

}}  

“They are well respected by elected officials and are 
excellent advocates for youth issues.”

                                 Dr. Joel Johnson
                                 Former Senator
                                 2011 Fund Campaign Chair
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Wellness Works 
enters PACE 
competition and 
wins $10,000 for 
logging over 1.5 
million steps.
 
Wellness Works 
adopts Walk Out 
On Your Job from 
Kearney Clinic.

Activate Buffalo 
County is launched 
and develops 
messages like 
Rethink Your Drink 
and Unplug.

Responsible 
Beverage Server 
Coalition forms 
and selects unified 
training (TIPS).
 
YAB assists Shelton 
Youth in developing 
Shelton STAND.
 
YAB hosts first 
Annual Youth 
Summit.

Town Hall Meetings 
across the county 
begin developing 
2020 Goals.
  
“Think Twice” 
media campaign 
around alcohol free 
graduations.

First county wide 
Housing Study, 
leading to the 
formation of the 
Buffalo County 
Housing Senate with 
all communities 
represented by 
membership.
 
Town Hall Meeting 
with First Lady Sally 
Ganem, to celebrate 
youth substance 
abuse reduction.
 
YAB develops 
messaging to join 
the majority and be 
alcohol free, Youth 
Take A Stand.
 
CHAT secures 
funding to start 
a diabetes pilot 
(Health HUB) to 
serve 250 individuals 
with diabetes.

Activate Buffalo 
County hosts Get 
Your 30 competition 
with worksites.

$568,000 in grant 
funds are awarded 
to coalitions and 
collaborations to 
meet 2010 goals.
50% of goals 
adopted by the 
community in 2001 
were attained.

SIGNIFICANT 
10 YEAR TRENDS:

Decreased youth 
tobacco and alcohol 
use

Increased seat 
belt use, fall 
prevention, public 
transportation, 
health ministry

100% smoke free 
workplaces an Well 
City USA Award

GOALS MOVING 
TOWARD TARGETS 
INCLUDE: 

Lead poisoning, 
access to care, 
health disparities, 
youth suicide, and 
adult depression

GOALS MOVING 
AWAY FROM 
TARGET INCLUDE:  

Active lifestyles, 
healthy eating, 
obesity/overweight 
rates.

 
In the late 90’s, Community Partners Board set 
strategies to develop a stronger youth component 
to their efforts.  They traveled to other states and 
communities to see potential models and kicked off the 
first Youth Summit in 2000 to begin to empower youth 
to create a leadership structure to support other youth.  
By 2003, the first meeting of the Buffalo County Youth 
Advisory Board was held at the Kearney Family YMCA.  
“I was fortunate enough to be a part of the Buffalo 
County Youth Advisory Board during its early years. I 
remember being very excited about the opportunity to 
serve for this organization that placed a great emphasis 
on youth empowerment. After being a part of numerous 
organizations throughout my undergraduate career and 
now in professional school, YAB still sticks out in my 
mind as one of the best extracurricular experiences.
Although the Buffalo County Community Partners offer 
invaluable guidance and manpower, the youth on the 
board are the driving force behind everything the group 
accomplishes.
Not only does YAB give the youth of Buffalo County a 
medium to voice the issues they face, but it also gives 
them the means to develop unique strategies to do 
something about them. Furthermore, YAB instills within 
its members the importance of community-minded 
citizens and the capacity of all of its citizens to have a 
positive impact on the places they call home. I have a 
feeling Buffalo County will benefit in the years ahead as 
more and more youth transition from YAB members to 
community leaders.”

                           Kevin Ripp, 
                           Former Pleasanton Resident                    
                           2003, Buffalo County
                           Youth Advisory Board Member

} }
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To attain our communities’ 2020 Vision many individuals and organizations come together to create a greater impact.  
Over the years our partners have multiplied.  Our organization has become a trusted model in which the state and 
nation invest resources to learn how our community establishes trust, builds local capacity, connects resources and 
leverages change.
In celebration of our 20th Year Anniversary, we present an illustration of how each community brings unique 
strengths to Build A Healthier Buffalo County. Over the last year, Community Partners has Engaged 2,199 people and 
705 businesses, Elevated 35 community issues, Empowered 10,500 individuals, and Evaluated progress by assessing 
needs of 5,000 residents annually. 

2199 RESIDENTS
705 BUSINESSES

25 Worksite Wellness Members
1800 Walk Out On Your Job Walkers 
2500 at Healthy Kids Weekend
105 at Youth Summit
30 Youth to State Capitol
100 at Four Bike Rodeos

35 HEALTH ISSUES

Rethink Your Drink 
Alcohol Free Graduation 
Parents Take A Stand
5 Worksite Wellness Trainings
8 Village/City Resolutions
   for Block Parties
145 photos Picturing Peace 

10,500 RESIDENTS

1,328 retailers trained in
  beverage service
110 Youth Advisory Board Alumni
49 Trained Youth Mentors 
1,800 students trained in 2nd Step
10 Safe Routes to School Meetings
19 Photo Voice Participants
100 at Alzheimer’s Presentations
200 individuals referred to
  Diabetes support

5,000 HEALTH ISSUES

2500 Youth Surveyed
2500 Adult Surveyed
18 Community Surveys
14 listening sessions and focus groups 
150 key informant interviews

Our 2016 Report to the Community
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12 RESIDENTS
3 ORGANIZATIONS

Youth Advisory
   Board Members
Red Ribbon Week
Youth Summit Attendees

63 RESIDENTS
7 ORGANIZATIONS

Youth Advisory
  Board Members
Community Partner
  Board Members
Red Ribbon Week
Bike Rodeo
Safe Routes to Schools
Alzheimer’s Education 
   Presentations
Responsible Beverage 
   Service Trained Retailers
Trauma Trained Schools
2nd Step Classrooms
40 Developmental Asset 
   Builders
Red Ribbon Week
Picturing Peace Award 
   Winner
Youth Summit Attendees
Youth Mentoring Program

78 RESIDENTS
22 ORGANIZATIONS

Youth Advisory
   Board Members
Red Ribbon Week
Safe Routes to Schools
Alzheimer’s Education 
   Presentations
Responsible Beverage Service 
Trained Retailers Trauma
   Trained Schools
2nd Step Schools
Red Ribbon Week
Picturing Peace Award Winner
Youth Summit Attendees
Youth Mentoring Program

1,816 RESIDENTS
630 BUSINESSES 

Youth Advisory
  Board Members
Community Partner
  Board Members
Red Ribbon Week
Be Safe Be Smart 
Bike Rodeo
Prescription Take Back Site
Safe Routes to Schools
Alzheimer’s Education 
   Presentations
Responsible Beverage 
   Service Trained Retailers
Trauma Trained 
   Workplaces
Trauma Trained Schools
2nd Step Classrooms
40 Developmental
   Asset Builders
Youth Summit Attendees

102 RESIDENTS
16 ORGANIZATIONS

Youth Advisory   
  Board Members
Community Partner 
  Board Member
Red Ribbon Week
Responsible 
   Beverage Service 
   Trained Retailers 
Youth Summit 
   Attendees

32 residents
21 organizations

Youth Advisory 
  Board Members
Community Partner 
  Board Member
Responsible 
  Beverage Service 
  Trained Retailers 
Red Ribbon Week
Youth Summit 
  Attendees

H
H

H

H
H

H
H

H

39 RESIDENTS
4 ORGANIZATIONS

Youth Advisory
   Board Members
Red Ribbon Week
2nd Step School
Youth Summit Attendees
Youth Mentoring Program

35 RESIDENTS
5 ORGANIZATIONS

Youth Advisory
   Board Members
Red Ribbon Week
Trauma Trained Schools
2nd Step Classrooms
Red Ribbon Week
Youth Summit Attendees
Youth Mentoring Program

PLEASANTON

AMHERST
MILLER

RAVENNA

ELM CREEK KEARNEY
GIBBON

SHELTON

Our 2016 Report to the Community
 7



   
Buffalo County Healthy Community Advisory Council forms bringing together 25 key stakeholders to adopt 2020 Vision and sign Memorandums of 
Understanding to work together.  Five strategic directions are presented to the community for adoption.  Residents begin connecting partners, mapping 
community assets, and designing action steps to meet outcomes.  The Buffalo County Community Partners Board oversees progress, evaluation, promotion 
and community resources to ensure 2020 Vision success.  We celebrate our success by sharing these important timeline activities with our community.  

Activate Buffalo County hosts workshop “Taking 
Steps to a Healthier Generation” with guest 
speaker Mark Fenton to create complete streets 
promoting walking and biking throughout the 
county.

Designed messages to Rethink your Drink, 
Unplug, Lighten Up and Get Active.

Secure funding for Safe Routes to School.
Host Healthy Kids Weekend.
Wellness Works dissolves and joins Activate 
Buffalo County Coalition.

Bike Blender is created by the Bike Shed and 
travels throughout the county creating healthy 
smoothies.

Parents complete surveys to assist Safe Routes 
to School to plan safe routes within ½ mile 
from schools.   Host Bike Rodeos in Pleasanton, 
Ravenna and Kearney.

Continue to support Safe Routes 
to School strategies in Pleasanton, 
Ravenna and Kearney. 
www.bcchp.org/
activatebuffalocounty  
 
Building a new wellness initiative,
Be Well Buffalo County. 
www.bcchp.org/bewell 

Surveying employers to research 
impact of worksite wellness programs 
on overall employee health, health 
insurance costs and participant 
satisfaction.

Community Health Access Team received $540,987 to develop a Health 
HUB to serve 250 individuals with diabetes by connecting health 
providers and service providers through a community health worker.

Fifty clients are enrolled in the Health HUB, documenting uninsured 
medical debt of $500,000.  This identified need leads community 
members to seek solutions.

 
Physicians invite Community Partners to work with community to 
develop a model of care to support uninsured residents in Buffalo 
County.  

Health HUB pilot program is complete, of the 250 clients connected to 
a community health worker the program documented a 4:1 return on 
investment.  

HelpCare Clinic Board launched to run a very successful community 
program to meet a need defined by the community.

Community Health Access Team dissolves; they completed their mission 
of 100% access to care.  

Providers of Diabetes support unite to create the Diabetes Referral 
Network.

Behavioral health providers unite to create the Behavioral Health 
Integration Partnership.

First Diabetes Referral Information Fair is hosted at the Kearney Family 
YMCA.
  
HelpCare Clinic opens their doors and invite Health HUB 250 clients to be 
first patients.

Diabetes Referral Network is publishing list of diabetes support 
resources in Buffalo County. More information on this project www.
bcchp.org/DRN 

Community health workers are uniting to assist community decision 
makers in creating a sustainable funding to continue return on 
investment practices. www.bcchp.org/chat 

Behavioral health advocates are examining models for 24 hour crisis 
support, technology and school support strategies.

}
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Train 150 school teachers in Search Institute 
40 Developmental Asset model. 
University of Nebraska at Kearney 
embraces responsible beverage service and 
begin on-campus trainings.
City of Kearney and County Commissioners 
adopt resolutions to establish policy for 
recommendations for liquor licensing.
First Prescription Drug Take Back Event. 

 
First meeting of Alzheimer’s and Dementia 
Coalition.
Kearney Elks Lodge supports Red Ribbon 
Week awareness in schools.

  
Chuck Matson presents emerging drug 
trends to teachers,  law enforcement, 
probation and Game and Parks.
Positive Pressure supports United Way 
funded program, Friends, to grow youth 
mentoring in rural communities.

 
Retailers take a stand on after Cruise Nite 
Activities by removing glass bottles from 
shelves during event.
Alzheimer’s Coalition works with 
Alzheimer’s Association to train a 
community educator to assist in hosting 
community education sessions.

 
Tony Coder presents “Legal Implications of 
Marijuana” at community town hall.
Landlords and property owners on 25th 
Street in Kearney unite as  Be Safe Be 
Smart aiming at after Cruise Nite activities.

 
City of Kearney supports Be Safe Be Smart 
campaign and passes an open container 
policy resulting is significant changes in 
after Cruise Nite activities.

Continuing Be Safe Be Smart, 
Parents Take a Stand, Prescription 
Take Back, Responsible Beverage 
Server Training and Alzheimer’s 
education for families.  More 
information on these programs at 
www.bcchp.org/positivepressure 
or www.bcchp.org/alz

First PhotoVoice class.

 
United Against Violence Coalition is 
formed after a community visioning 
session with 60 attendees to define 
violence. Youth violence emerges as 
the community priority.

United Against Violence Coalition 
selects Second Step curriculum for all 
pre-Kindergarten through 8th grade 
classes in the county, supporting social 
and emotional learning.

Picturing Peace launches with 140 
photo submissions and awards 
ceremony.

Picturing Peace accepting 
photos for “Living in 
Harmony”.  Photos will 
be selected by PhotoVoice 
participants and shared on 
International Peace Day 
September 21, 2016 at 
Merryman Performing Arts 
Center. 

More information on this 
program and other coalition 
activities at www.bcchp.org/
unitedagainstviolence 

Partners come together to host Bridges 
Out of Poverty Workshop to develop 
strategies to eliminate community 
poverty.

Kearney joins America’s Best 
Community competition to find 
solutions for workforce development, 
housing, transportation.

 
America’s Best Community committee 
creates a community plan to build 
a workforce development program, 
Kearney Works. Did not win award but 
work will continue.

Developing the Kearney 
Works Board of Directors, 
programs and sustainability. 

www.bcchp.org/kearneyworks 

}
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Evan Palmer .........................Amherst High School
Hannah Williams .................Amherst High School
Maria Klingelhoefer ............Amherst High School
Marissa Kegley ....................Amherst Public Schools
Allison Bauer .......................Elm Creek High School
Wyatt Hubbard ...................Elm Creek High School
Autumn Smith .....................Gibbon High School
Gabriela Montanez .............Gibbon High School
Claire Homan .......................Kearney Catholic High School
Michelle Messbarger ...........Kearney Catholic High School
Annie Trettel .......................Kearney Catholic High School
Rowdy Melton .....................Kearney High School
Mia Kegley ...........................Kearney High School
Jace Kratzenstein ................Kearney High School
Masie Dulitz .........................Kearney High School
Nathan Bonsall ....................Kearney High School
Brittany Zimmerman ...........Kearney High School
Emma Keaschall ..................Pleasanton High School
Samantha Phillips ................Pleasanton High School
Shelena Zwiener ..................Pleasanton High School
Darius Flessner .....................Ravenna High School
Holly Dethlefs ......................Ravenna High School
Austin Jeffrey ......................SEM High School
Sage Williams ......................SEM High School
Thomas Schwarz ..................SEM High School
Jennifer Garcia ....................Shelton High School
Kathleen Juhl ......................Shelton High School

Buffalo County Youth Advisory Board (YAB) is a program and a 
philosophy that recognizes youth as valuable resources in their community 
and empowers them as equal community partners to bring about positive 
community change.  Buffalo County YAB, governed by a board of youth 
and adults and supported by local funders, provides grants for youth-
initiated and youth-led community projects.  Youth tackle a range of social 
problems that concern them from our economy and environment to safety, 
tobacco, alcohol, and illegal drugs.

Buffalo County Youth Advisory Board (YAB) is a youth-based, youth-led, 
youth-driven board that provides grant funds to youth organizations for 
the betterment of Buffalo County communities.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Chair - Nikki Gausman, Executive Director, S.A.F.E. Center 
Vice Chair - Crystal Winfield, Director, Uninet
Treasurer - Megan Loomis, Probation Officer, State of Nebraska 
Secretary - Andrea Rabe, APRN, Kearney Clinic
Past Chair - Lisa Reese Parish, Executive Director, Kearney Public Schools Foundation
 
BOARD MEMBERS
Kelly Bartling, Assistant Vice Chancellor, Communications and Community Relations, UNK
Buss Biehl, Commissioner, Buffalo County Board of Commissioners
Kati Carlson, Perishables Manager, Hy-Vee 
Eileen Dakan, Executive Director, United Way
Monte Dakan, President, Viaero Events Center
Jeremy Eschliman, Executive Director, Two Rivers Public Health Department
Kathy Gosch, Leader, Buffalo County Health Ministry Network
Bob Lammers, City Councilmen, City of Kearney
Open Seat, Executive Director, Kearney Area Chamber of Commerce
Leslie Martin, Area Representative, Pleasanton
Jade Brown, Recreation Superintendent, Kearney Park & Recreation
Tish Meyer, Community Health Worker, Community Action Partnership of Mid-Nebraska
Peggy O’Dea, Retired ,Education Representative
Monique Pohlman, Area Representative, Kearney
Sue Reiber, Area Representative, Gibbon/Shelton
Dr. Carol Renner, Associate Superintendent, Kearney Public Schools
Michelle Sawicki, VP/Mortgage Loan Officer, Five Points Bank 
Mike Schnieders, President, CHI Health Good Samaritan 
Carol Schwarz, Extension Educator, Nebraska Extension Service
Mike Tye, Attorney, Tye Law Firm, P.C. 
Dr. Ken Shaffer, Medical Director, UniNet
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This document was prepared by the Buffalo County Community Partners as a 2016 report to the community.
For more information regarding this document and to learn how to donate, please contact the staff at the Partner office at 308-865-2284 or info@bcchp.org

    
      Please complete the following information as you wish to be listed in donor recognition.

Name_________________________________ Business Name ________________________

Address _____________________________________________________________________

City _____________________________________State _____________Zip______________

Telephone ___________________________________________________________________

Email (to receive our e-newsletter) ________________________________________________

m  I (We) wish to remain anonymous

m  My (our) gift is in memory of ______________________________

 m  $1,000 
 m  $750 
 m  $500 
 m  $250 
 m  $100 
 m  $50
 m  $______

I wish to donate by credit card:
2.9% Credit card fee assessed.

m VISA      m MASTERCARD      m DISCOVER

Name on card________________________________ 

Signature______________________Date__________

Expiration ______/________ Security code________

    ________-________-________-________

Card number

Make donations payable to : Buffalo County Community Partners
                                       PO Box 1466, Kearney NE  68847

                                         (308) 865-2284 | info@bcchp.org | bcchp.org  
                                                        Buffalo County Community Partners is a non-profit 501 (c)3

LEGACY DONORS
Ron and Carol Cope Foundation
Robert & Jacquelyn Rosenlof
B.M. and Bev Stevenson

VISIONARIES
CHI Health Good Samaritan
CHI Mission and Ministry Fund
City of Kearney KENO
Nebraska Health and Human Services
Nebraska Office of Juvenile Justice
Region 3 Behavioral Health Services
SAMHSA Drug Free Communities
Sherwood Foundation
Union Pacific Railroad Foundation

MASONS
Cash-Wa Distributing
City of Kearney
First National Bank
Kearney Area Community Foundation
Kearney Clinic
Kearney Orthopedic and Sports 
MedicineMedical Development 
Management LLC
Tom & Sue Reiber
Richard & Karen Rhoads
John & Sonia Sahling
Schrock Chiropractic
Kenton & Lynnda Shaffer

PARTNERS
Buffalo County Board of Commissioners
Eaton Corporation
Jerry & Tami Hellman
Kearney Hub
Bryan and Candy Kuntz
Nebraskaland National Bank
David and Roxanne Oldfather
Garrett & Monique Pohlman
Michael & Diane Schnieders
Theodore G. Baldwin Foundation
David Wiebe In honor of Lorma
Paul & Linda Younes

STAKEHOLDERS
Jon & Leslie Abegglen
Luke & Vicki Aten
Ted & Kathy Baer
Baldwin Filter
Barney Insurance 
Mitch & Katie Bean
Bill’s Liquor

Bruce & Tammy Blankenship
Brown Transfer Company
Buckle, Inc
Dora Day
Brenda Dunkel
Beth & Dana Ernst
Jim & Marsha Fairbanks
Farmers Merchant Bank
Fasse Valve
Five Points Bank
Good Samaritan Society – Kearney
Graham Tire Company
Sen. Galen & Marilyn Hadley
Heartland Bank
Ron & Deb Hendrickson
Dr. Richard & Kathie Hranac
Dr. Joel & Jill Johnson
Kearney Eye Institute
Kearney Regional Medical Center
David & Cathie Kingsley
Bob & Marilyn Lammers
John & Leslie Martin
John & Sharon Martin
McDermott & Miller CPA’s
Reed Miller
Matt & Grace Mims
New West Sports Medicine 
   & Ortho Surgery
Physical Therapy Professional Services
Platte Valley Medical Clinic
Dr. Charles M. & Vickie Schaepler
Carol Schwarz
The Tye Law Firm
USA Communications
Jon & Erin Watts
James & Rita Weber 
Dallas &Carolyn Wegner
Wells Fargo West Pharmaceutical   
   Services, Inc 
Byron & Elaine Wiseman
Shayne & Denise Zwiener

ADVOCATES
Ariane & Jordan Arensdorf
Greg & Linda Barney
Barney Building and Land
Kelly Bartling
Dr. George & Roxanne Bascom
Graten Beavers
Richard & Barbara Beechner
Dr. Mark & Dr. Kim Bush
Central Nebraska Score
Contryman & Associates P.C

.Jerry & Nancy Dulitz
Scott & Nikki Gausman
Hellman, Main, Coslor
   & Kathol, P.C., CPA’s
Kay Horner
Kearney Pediatric Dentistry
Kevin & Joan Lindenstein
Andrea Lowe
John & Shirley McCammond
Lee Nell Phillips
Roger & April Roggasch
Terry & Judi Sickler
Dan & Julie Speirs
Ron & Ann Tvrdik
Scott & Crystal Winfield

SUPPORTERS
Nate Abegglen
Abel Arias
Holden & Shawnee Armstrong
Marge Aten
James Barth & Yvonne Deyle-Barth 
Michelle Berry
Stan & Susan Bigg 
Trevor & Jade Brown
Richard & Barbara Bush
Scott, Cindy & Madi Casper
Dale Chandler in Honor of Elnida
Kelly & Michelle Christensen
Stan Clouse
Eileen Dakan
Dermatology PC
Herb and Judy Dixon
Phil & Corliss Dixon
Mike & Deb Eickhoff 
Jeremy Eschliman
Mark Foradori
Randy and Krista Fritson
Fritson Psychological Services
Gene Beerbohm-Principal Financial
Kaiti George
Todd and Kristen Gottula
Amy Graham
David & Sharon Griffith
Kate Hannon
Lance & Chris Hehner
Tom & Mary Henning
Toni Hill
Robert & Jera Hinkle
Bob & Artie Hobbs
Hoppens Orthodontics
Richard & Ann Huffman
Dr. Royal Jester

Kellie John
Matt Kampfe
Kearney Women’s Club
Cindy Kempt
Beverly J. Kimball
Jenni Klingelhoefer
Peter & Jane Kotsiopulos
Doug & Helen Kramer
Cory & Jaci Kruse
Joseph Kuntz
Dennis & Connie Larsen
Kristi Lawson
Bruce & Menda Lear
Larry & Sandi Lewis
Longo Orthodontics
Casey & Megan Loomis
Sarah McCaslin
Marion McDermott
Duncan & Janice McGregor
Dan & Nelta Melton
Neil & Denise Miller
Tana Miller
Robert & Sandi Moncrief
Sherry Morrow
Dan & Linda Muhlbach
Linda Neemeyer
New West Orthopaedic & Sports Rehab 
Jonathan & Miriam Nikkila
Rosemary Northwall
Chad & Dr. Amy Paysen
Jana Peterson
Charlie Pickens
Dale & Janet Pohlmann
Tyler & Andrea Rabe
Earl & Jo Ann Rademacher
Remax Executives-Laurie Riessland
Donald & Marion Richmond
Darren & Jennifer Robinson
Carson Rowh
Gilbert & Belinda Rude
Grete Sandberg
Todd & Michelle Sawicki
Greg & Sanae Shea
Amanda & Rick Shoemaker
Michelle Toukan
Garrett Vetter
Carol Wahl
Evelyn Watts
Craig & Nancy Weber
Janice Wiebusch

IN-KIND DONORS
Barney Building and Land
Buffalo County Sheriff’s Office
Central Community College
Charter Communications
CHI Health Good Samaritan
City of Kearney
City of Kearney Police Department
Family Practice Associates
First National Bank
Good Samaritan Medical Group
Heartland Hosting
HelpCare Clinic
Holy Cross Lutheran 
Hy-Vee
Internet Solutions Digital Network
Kearney Area Chamber of 
Commerce
Kearney Clinic
Kearney Elks Lodge
Kearney Family YMCA
Kearney Hub
Kearney Library
Kearney Park and Rec 
Kearney Public Schools
Kearney Regional Medical Center
Merryman Performing Arts Center
Nebraska Appleseed
Nebraska Children and Families 
Foundation
NRG Media
Platte River Radio
Platte Valley Medical Group
Region 3 Behavioral Health Services
Richard Young Hospital
S.A.F.E. Center
Schools in Buffalo County
Two Rivers Public Health Dept.
UniNet
University of Nebraska Medical 
Center-Kearney
University of Nebraska at Kearney

We would like to thank our 
anonymous donors.  Our donors 
are the foundation of our work, we 
value the gifts they share with our 
community to support Building a 
Healthier Buffalo County.  
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Buffalo County Community Partners 
PO Box 1466 • Kearney, Nebraska, 68848

308-865-2284

info@bcchp.org  • bcchp.org
facebook.com/bcchp
twitter.com/bcchp

Community
Partnerships

Be Safe, Be Smart
Landlords, property owners, and other community members are meeting 
to generate solutions and change the culture surrounding after-Cruise Nite 
activities

Behavioral Health
Integration Partnership
Our vision is for each individual to have access to interdisciplinary team-based 
care where integration is the expectation and the community understands that 
behavioral/mental health is an essential element of health and wellness. 
Our mission is founded in the understanding that health is the integration 
of physical, mental and spiritual health and that behavioral/mental health is 
integrated into person-centered care.  Facilitation of team-based care with 
primary care providers, behavioral/mental health providers, community health 
workers and community services will enhance prevention, early identification, 
treatment, and the coordination of care.  Creating cultural transformation that 
eliminates the stigma of behavioral/mental health care through the acceptance 
of health care and behavioral/mental health as a natural integration of health 
and wellness. 

Central Nebraska Diabetes
Referral Network
Our vision is to promote healthy lifestyles by encouraging self-management 
with support through the collaboration of prevention and disease management 
programs that empower community members to control and maintain their 
diabetes 

Be Well
Our vision is to build a culture of well-living where community support leads 
to unconscious lifestyle changes. Our mission is to advocate for a healthy 
community culture through infrastructure, education, and programs to support 
healthy choices.

Activate Buffalo County
Our mission is to create awareness, advocacy, and excitement about physical activity 
and the importance of designing our community for active and healthy lifestyles. 
We’re expanding our efforts to include an employee wellness membership program 
to help promote healthy living. For more information, visit ActivateBuffaloCounty.
com or contact Kate at 308-865-2286 or wellness@bccp.org.

Alzheimer’s & Dementia Coalition
Our mission is to increase the community’s knowledge of dementias, including 
Alzheimer’s disease. 

Positive Pressure
The vision of Positive Pressure Coalition is to improve the health and quality of life 
in Buffalo County by reducing substance abuse through collaboration, planning, 
and programming. For more information, visit positivepressure.org or contact Tana 
Miller at 308-865-2283 or positivepressure@bcchp.org.

United Against Violence
Our mission is to prevent violence in Buffalo County through community 
involvement in consistent and safe early prevention. Build community accountability 
and understanding. Focus on building hope for our future emphasizing no more 
violence.For more information, contact Mark Foradori at 308-865-2290 
or uav@bcchp.org.

Youth Advisory Board
YAB is a program and a philosophy that recognizes youth as valuable resources 
in their community and empowers them as equal community partners. For more 
information, contact Josh Arias at 308-865-2290 or youth@bcchp.org.

Sunday, June 26

4-5pm
Harmon Park, Kearney, NE

FOR MORE INFORMATION

www.bcchp.org
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